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Present situation:
• many funding organisations involved in multiple ERA-NETs contracts
• partial overlap of activities, duplication of efforts 

à increasing demand for coordination between national/regional 
programmes, ERA-NETs & EC

MotivationMotivation

Needs:
• better alignment of programme strategies for transnational collaboration
• more efficient use of resources
• coherent and transparent communication of opportunities to the RTD 

community 



Starting point: 2 ERAStarting point: 2 ERA--NETsNETs

MNT-ERA.NET MATERA(+)

Background: Background: 
• MNT-ERA.NET (2004-2008): micro & nano technologies
• MATERA (2005-2011): materials
• MNT-ERA.NET II (2009-2011 ): micro & nano technologies
• MATERA+ (2009-2013): materials

A new partnership: A new partnership: 
MM--ERA.NET ERA.NET 

From materials science and engineering to innovation for EuropeFrom materials science and engineering to innovation for Europe

• 36 funding organisations: 29 national + 7 regional
• 25 European countries
• lifetime 1/2012-12/2015 (tbc)



The MThe M--ERA.NET consortiumERA.NET consortium

• complement existing instruments and contribute to EU policies

• support the exploitation of created knowledge along the whole innovation
chain, from basic research to applied research and innovation;

• allow flexible coverage of topics in materials science and engineering, 
including future topics;

• strategic programming of joint activities addressing societal and 
technological needs in an interdisciplinary approach;

• implement joint calls and other joint activities based on good practices

• mobilise a critical mass of national and regional funding, thereby 
achieving a very large leverage effect of the requested FP7 funding;

• establish international cooperation with the most appropriate partners for 
specific global challenges (e.g. Brazil, Canada, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, USA); 

The MThe M--ERA.NET missionERA.NET mission



Addressing the whole innovation chainAddressing the whole innovation chain

MM--ERA.NET objectivesERA.NET objectives
Target for M-ERA.NET Effect compared to 

average ERA-NET
realizing the ERA: large consortium 25 countries x2 (12)
geographical coverage of joint calls 27 countries x3 (9)
national funding mobilised per call 35 MEUR x5 (7)
leverage effect of EC contribution 1:50 x10 (1:5)
number of funded projects 200 x10 (20)

Target for M-ERA.NET 
joint strategic programmes systematic multi-annual joint programming

newcomers to transnational RTD >10% of applicants in a joint call 

international RTD partnerships > 5% participation from outside Europe 

joint monitoring policy systematic monitoring of all funded projects 

sustainable partnerships beyond 
M-ERA.NET

50% of agencies will have ongoing  
cooperation



MM--ERA.NET ERA.NET 
operationoperation

Variable geometry:Variable geometry:
à participation in calls and joint activities decided according to scope
à emerging new topics covered without new ERA-NET contracts

Thank you !Thank you !

ContactContact::

roland.brandenburg@ffg.at


